Lucy Sullivan is getting married
By: Marian Keyes

Marian Keyes made her literary debut with the book “Watermelon” and the book I have read is the following one. Filled with just as much scatterbrained humour and poisonous striking lines, Keyes guides the exalted reader through the somewhat confusing world of relationships, and in amusement we follow her in her daily search for Mr Right, nodding our heads in acknowledegment.

Lucy Sullivan is very satisfied with her life, thank you very much, meaning take-out for dinner, too much wine in a week, and bringing men home. At least she prefers to think so. When her friends from work forces her to come along and get her future read by a psychic, she is told that she is going to walk down the aisle, for certain within a year. Well, there is just one problem that the psychic seems to have overlooked - Lucy doesn´t even have a boyfriend.


To be honest, the book doesn´t have a complicated plot. If I were to summarise the book it wouldn´t require any considerable amount of words. No, it is actually the story-telling, rather then the story itself that makes the reader so eagerly turn the pages. Marian Keyes offers sharpwitted phrases full of humour and satire, which never is unfitting.

Lucy Sullivan is a character that makes you in a good mood. She makes the same mistakes as all of us do, and she definetely knows how to say the wrong words at the wrong time. Actually, this book has many similaraties to the best-selling novel “Bridget Jones diary”, though not written by Marian Keyes. Both Lucy and Bridget are single girls in desperate search for Mr Right, with an unmotivated fondness towards the worst thinkable of men, and with an amazing capability of forgetting why that isn´t a good thing.

“Why was I comftorable only when I was being ill-treated? Then I realized that the saying “Treat ´em mean, keep ´em keen” had been around for hundreds of years. And I relaxed -after all, I didn´t make the rules.”

p. 09

They both have issues with their mothers and they both have a slight drinkingproblem.
However, Marian Keyes is clearly trying to make her main character more of a profound nature. In the beginning of the book, we learn that Lucy in her teens every now and then suffered from a depression with a capital D. This, however, is unfortunately soon forgotten and becomes irrelevant throughout the rest of the book.

Lucy´s father is clearly an alcoholic, but it will take her about 400+ pages to realize that, meanwhile being in a period of denial - even though she suspects it deep-down. When the truth hits her, she is forced to deal with a fear hidden in her sub-consciousness for a long time.


“Who´s an alcoholic? I asked, disgusted by her manipulations. “Dad is not an alcoholic. I see what your´e up to, you think you can call Dad names and say terrible things about him ...Well, you can´t fool me ...He´s not an alcoholic, you must take me for a complete fool.”

p. 468

To go back to Lucy´s lovelife, since that is the main-focus of the plot, she seems to have three options. First we have Gus – gorgeous and unreliable Gus, and an intolerable blind-date named Chuck, and lastly her best-friend Daniel – a very attractive all-womens-dream kind of man that she could never see in a another way than merely a friend. Well, it is quite easy to predict the outcome of that, and all you really need to do is to read the back of the book. Keyes also gives obvious hints early in the book that make you think “No, really?!”

“I really couldn´t think of one thing to say. And that had never happened with me and Daniel before.”

p. 187

However, Marian Keyes deserves much credit for her writing. It is a really good book, but if you are looking for intellectual, profound reading, then this is not a book that I would recommend. The purpose of this book is for you to smile and recognize yourself in her situations, and it is written with such splendid sarchasm, that you can´t help bursting out laughing every now and then. 

Indeed, I think this book is definetely worth reading, and even if you don´t appreciate “silly love-rubbish” it would still be recommended only because “Thoroughly enchanting ...Keyes crafts virtually every sentence of this very charming novel into a artform of high hilarity.”
The Chicago Tribune

